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Committed to the organization’s vision, mission and values, AVS
has been striving to broaden volunteers’ perspectives and service
frontier, enhance the quality and impact of volunteer service, raise
social profile of volunteerism and promote volunteering research
and development. Despite the challenges of economic turmoil and
stringent resources, all the programmes were well achieved through
the concerted efforts of all in the organization.

Statistics show that the core services such as volunteer referral and
training made remarkable progress last year. The Hong Kong 2009
East Asian Games Volunteer Programme (EAGVP), the biggest event
we ever held was no doubt focus of the year. Volunteer recruitment
was launched early in the year and it has attracted tens of thousands
of enthusiastic volunteers. Subsequently to this was the colossal
volunteer selection interviews and the intensive training programmes.
Notwithstanding the tremendous work demand, members, volunteers
and staff were fully involved in one heart and one mind throughout
the whole process that a strong team spirit was demonstrated.

While the launching of EAGVP was right in hand, a magnitude at
8 earthquake broke out in Sichuan Province, causing calamitous
damage. Apart from actively referring volunteers to assist in massive
relief work and fundraising activities, AVS in collaboration with the
Radio Television Hong Kong swiftly organized the Rebuild Sichuan
Volunteer Programme - ‘Time Donation Campaign’ in order to facilitate
volunteers to sign up and pledge for support to the rebuilding of the
quake-affected community. The enthusiastic response of volunteers
from different sectors again witnessed the touching sentiment of
“While nature shows no mercy, there is love in humanity”! And AVS
was gladly recognized for playing a role in offering a platform for
passionate volunteers to convey their care and commitment to the
Sichuan people.

With a view to promote further development of volunteerism,
AVS has been actively seeking resources for carrying out
comprehensive research studies. It was most rejoicing that The
Hong Kong Jockey Club generously funded the Study Project on
Volunteering conducted jointly with The University of Hong Kong.
Other significant achievements of the year should be the formation
of the Hong Kong Volunteer Awardees Society, publication of
‘The Story of 15 Happy Souls’ and the successful launching of the
5th ‘We Share to Care’ Volunteering Campaign.
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Last but not least, we were deeply encouraged that the AVS Board
won the ‘Directors Of The Year Awards 2008' organized by The
Hong Kong Institute of Directors. The distinguished governance and
leadership of the Board is obviously a key for the success of AVS.
Moreover, the whole-hearted devotion and willing commitment of
AVS staff and volunteers are doubtless an assurance for sustainable
development and the achievement of goals and quality service.

Below is highlight of the principal programmes of the year. The service
outcome will be reflected in the Service Statistics as well as the
Volunteers and Service Users’ Tribute in the ensuing sections.




