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Press Release
Agency for Volunteer Service (AVS)


Hong Kong Volunteer Award Presentation Ceremony
5 Winners awarded on 8 November
Agency of Volunteer Service (AVS) launched the first Hong Kong Volunteer Award, with aims to recognize volunteers' contributions and achievements, to raise volunteer profile and social recognition on volunteerism, and to showcase and provide exemplary volunteering models to society.  Nearly 400 nominations were received during the period of July to 17 September.  5 winners have been selected by the Judging Panel and they will receive their awards on 8 November, 2005 (Tuesday) at 7pm, Langham Place Ballroom, Level 7, Mongkok Langham Place Hotel.  Mrs Selina Tsang, the wife of the Chief Executive of HKSAR has kindly consented to officiate at the ceremony.
According to the statistics collated, of the nearly 400 nominees, almost 75% have at least 5 years’ experience in volunteer service, with one of them having served 51 years.  The age range is between 8 and 83, and over 30% have received post-secondary education or above.  More than 40% of the nominees are in active employment.  Among them, there are students, housewives, professionals, retiree seniors and community leaders.  Their scope of services include welfare, cultural, arts, educational, environmental, rehabilitation, recreational, sports and rescue.  They also travel far and wide to serve within Hong Kong, to mainland China and overseas.  The Judging Panel selected the 5 winners according to their performance and the service delivered.
Dr SHUM Chi-Wang, Chairman of the Hong Kong Volunteer Award Organizing Committee, explained that many enquiries were received from numerous government departments, business corporations, non-government organizations and individuals since the announcement of the invitation for nominations.  This reflects the desire of the community at large to recognize the tremendous and valuable contribution by the volunteers.  Through these awards, it is hoped that the service delivered by the winners to their respective recipients will be publicized, thereby inspiring the rest of the community to take part in volunteer service.  Dr SHUM hopes the Second Hong Kong Volunteers Award scheduled for 2007 will continue to enjoy the support by the community.
The Hong Kong Volunteer Award is organized by Agency of Volunteer Service (AVS) and co-organized by RTHK and RoadShow, with The Hong Kong Council of Volunteering being the Honorary Patron, Volunteer Service Trust being Gold Sponsor, AIA Foundation, Akei Holdings Company Ltd, ExxonMobil Hong Kong Limited, Ms Sylvanna CHEE and Ms Elizabeth LAW Kar Shui being the Silver Sponsors; Gold Peak Industries (Holdings) Limited being the sponsor; Shun Hing Education and Charity Fund being the Prize Sponsor, and TL Printing Company Ltd being the Printing Sponsor.
Notes :
For profiles of the winners and the selection criteria, please browse AVS website at http://www.avs.org.hk/pub/frp_e/award.php
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