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International and Regional Activities
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16™ IAVE Asia Pacific Regional
Volunteer Conference and

Youth Conference

The International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) is a global
alliance with members from 70 countries and regions, dedicated
to the promotion and strengthening of the development of
volunteerism. It organized world or regional conferences
annually to bring together leaders and representatives of
different volunteer organizations, creating a platform for
them to share experience and to chart together the future
of volunteering.

As a member organization of IAVE, AVS participates in the
IAVE conference every year. In November 2019, Mr Paul Fan,
SBS, JP, AVS Vice-Chairman led a delegation of 34, inclusive
of a youth delegation of 6, to attend the 16" IAVE Asia Pacific
Regional Volunteer Conference and Youth Conference in
Bangkok, Thailand. With the theme ‘Unlocking the Power of
Volunteering’, the Conference brought together more than
420 organization leaders and delegates from 29 countries and
regions to exchange knowledge and experience in volunteering.
Ms Flora Chung, Chief Executive Officer of AVS, was invited
to give a speech in the plenary session on the first day of the
Conference. Other AVS delegates who shared their experience
in the breakout sessions on promotion and training on
volunteering were Ms Anne Loh, Board Member, Ms Margaret
Wong, Elderly Service Manager, Ms Tracy Chan, Elderly Service
Senior Officer, Ms Joey Wong, Training Officer of Hong Kong
Institute of Volunteers and Ms Elsie Wan, Volunteer Staff.
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UNV—Hong Kong Universities
Volunteer Internship Programme

As a cooperating organization of the United Nations Volunteers
(UNV) in Hong Kong, AVS has been assisting with the promotion
of the UNV Programme since 1998. In collaboration with UNV,
and with funding from the Home Affairs Bureau and support
from the Hong Kong Volunteers Association and the Peace and
Development Foundation, AVS launched the UNV - Hong Kong
Universities Volunteer Internship Programme in 2015.
Undergraduates from local universities were selected and
sent to the field offices of the United Nations (UN) agencies
for a 6-month volunteering assignment. It is the aim of the
programme to broaden the students’ horizon through the
experience of new life and cultural exposure, thereby enabling
them to contribute positively to global development.

The 5™ batch of 18 volunteers was deployed to the field offices
of the UN agencies in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Laos, Thailand
and Vietnam in July 2019. To understand more about their
work overseas and to show support, Mr Paul Fan, SBS, JP, AVS
Vice-Chairman, Mr Alan Lai, GBS, JP, Chairman of the Programme
Steering Committee, Ms Kathy Chiu, JP, Chairman Emeritus and
Dr Josie Zhou, Honorary Advisor of Peace and Development
Foundation visited the volunteers serving in Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan in September 2019.

In December 2019, Mr Jack Chan, JP, Under Secretary for
Home Affairs and Ms Miyeon Park, Portfolio Specialist, Asia and
the Pacific, UNV presented Certificates of Appreciation to the 4"
batch of university volunteers in recognition of their volunteer
service overseas.
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The 5" batch of volunteers attended the pre-departure training to get
themselves well-prepared for the overseas assignments
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AVS delegation visited the volunteers serving in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
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UNV—Hong Kong Universities
Volunteers Alumni Society

Acting as a knowledge-sharing platform in support of the
development of volunteerism, the UNV - Hong Kong Universities
Volunteers Alumni Society was established in December 2017 to
allow the alumni to build and strengthen connections with each
other, while working towards the promotion of volunteerism
and the United Nations'values of peace and development. In the
year, the Society supported the pre-departure training for the
5% Round of ‘UNV-Hong Kong Universities Volunteer Internship
Programme’ volunteers, to get them well prepared for service,
and to provide psychological support to the volunteers during
their service overseas.

2019-2020 ARFEF R Annual Service Report

53



