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International and Regional Activities
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International Association for
Volunteer Effort (IAVE)

The International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) is a
global alliance with members from 70 countries and regions,
dedicated to the promotion and strengthening of the
development of volunteerism. As a member organization of
IAVE, AVS was invited to join its newly established Global
Network of Volunteering Leadership (GNVL) in April 2020, to
work with counterparts overseas to advance the volunteering
agenda. AVS also took part in an online interview for the
Research on Corporate Volunteering conducted by IAVE, to
share the corporate volunteering trends in Hong Kong.

IAVE organized a series of webinars on the theme of Covid-19
and volunteering. Ms Flora Chung, AVS Chief Executive Officer,
was invited to speak in the first webinar held in April 2020, to
share the volunteering experience in combating Covid-19 in
Hong Kong. An article on ‘Volunteers Fight Coronavirus in
Hong Kong’ was published in the IAVE E-Magazine in May.
In November, Ms Flora Chung was appointed as a member of
the IAVE GNVL Research Advisory Committee to give advice
on the research ‘Leadership for Volunteering: the Covid-19
Experience’ The purpose of the research was to create a body of
knowledge on the challenges faced by the national leadership
organizations and the solutions thereby adopted to mobilize
volunteers, advocate for and develop volunteering in response to
the pandemic.

In the year, ‘Virtual Ideathon - Volunteering to Build Resilience’
was launched by the Emirates Foundation in cooperation
with IAVE. It aimed to bring together volunteers from across
the world to develop ideas and present solutions to building
resilience under the pandemic. The event presented three
key areas of challenges in 1) Volunteerism in the Medical
Sector; 2) Volunteerism in Mental Health Support Sector; and
3) Volunteerism to support the Vulnerable. Board Member
Dr Anne Loh led a team of staff and volunteer staff to participate
in the 3-day event under the theme of ‘Mental Health Support’
The experience was an exciting and valuable one.
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UNV—Hong Kong Universities
Volunteer Internship Programme

As a cooperating organization of the United Nations Volunteers
(UNV) in Hong Kong, AVS has been assisting with the promotion
of the UNV Programme since 1998. In partnership with UNV
and with funding from the Home Affairs Bureau and support
from the Hong Kong Volunteers Association and the Peace and
Development Foundation, AVS launched the Programme in
2015. Undergraduates from local universities were selected and
sent to the field units of the United Nations (UN) agencies for
a 6-month volunteering assignment.

The Programme contributes to global peace and development
while enabling the undergraduates to develop their personal
capacities and broaden their horizon through the multi-cultural
experience. In the past 5 rounds, in total 68 undergraduates have
participated in the Programme and worked in offices in different
Central and Southeast Asian countries. Due to the pandemic, the
6" round of assignment was postponed until further notice.

UNV—Hong Kong Universities
Volunteers Alumni Society

Acting as a knowledge-sharing platform in support of the
development of volunteerism and the United Nations’ values
of peace and development, the UNV-Hong Kong Universities
Volunteers Alumni Society was established in December 2017
by volunteers who have completed the UNV-HongKong
Universities Volunteer Internship Programme. In the year, the
Executive Committee of the Alumni Society took part in the
‘Together ¢ We Plant’Volunteer Greening Day, one of the highlight
events in celebration of the 50" anniversary of AVS.
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The Executive Committee of
the Alumni Society
(Members list is on page 17)





